Waves In Shallow Environments (WISE-14)

Lorne, Victoria, Australia

2007

Guide to the Australian Experience

Dear Colleagues,

WISE-14 will not only include the usual collection of great presentations on wind-generated waves and air-sea interaction, but for many WISE members it will also be their first Australian Experience. This is your guide to everything beyond the Agenda.

1. Saturday, 14 April

Australian Culture! The Australian Football League is not really about football as it is understood around most of the world. Aussie Rules is unique and is a way of life, at least in the state of Victoria:
http://www.afl.com.au/
For those arriving early, we suggest a collective attendance at the Carlton versus Essendon game at the Melbourne Cricket Ground at 2:00pm. Carlton and Essendon are local teams and old rivals, which should make the day interesting. The venue for the match is the Melbourne Cricket Ground, widely regarded as one of the world’s great sporting venues.
We suggest we meet in the lobby of the Mercure Hotel at 1:00pm and walk to the MCG (some 15-20 minutes) where we will buy tickets, so no confirmation of attendance is needed. Just show up. If you are lost or late, please call Grant Smith on 0438-028-464 or Alex Babanin on 0414-295-686.

2. Sunday,  15 April
Buses from Melbourne to Lorne

The Great Australian Road between Melbourne and Lorne (starting from Geelong) is one of the Australia’s most spectacular coastal drives:

http://www.greatoceanrd.org.au/
It also has history embedded.
Lorne is a tiny Victorian seaside town (population of 1185 people), but is the tourism center for the Great Ocean Road:

http://www.answers.com/topic/lorne-victoria
There will be two large 53-seat buses, both departing from the Mercure Hotel.

The first bus will depart at 11am. 10am is the checkout time in Australia, and the 11am departure should give those arrived on the day enough time to have a good rest and walk to the Mercure if they stay elsewhere.

The second bus is tentatively planned for 5pm. 

If you are taking the bus, please e-mail Alex Babanin at
ababanin@swin.edu.au
and confirm the time you would like to depart. If you cannot make the first bus, please indicate the specific time when you would prefer to take the second bus as its departure time may be shifted back or forward to accommodate late arrivals. If you are coming on Monday, please identify yourself as there will be no buses on Monday and individual pickups will have to be organised!

Getting to/from Lorne by public transport is also possible, and for those thinking to exercise this option, instructions will be placed at the conference web-site:

http://www.swin.edu.au/hosting/wise/

Barbecue and Icebreaker (Drinks)
The barbecue is a “fair dinkum” Australian tradition, even Wikipedia admits this:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbecue
(whereas Drinking is not and must have been imported from other parts of the world). 

The barbecue and Drinks will start at 6:30pm at the Grand Pacific hotel in Lorne.

Registration 

Registration will be conducted at the Grand Pacific reception from 5pm to 8pm on Sunday and from 8am to 10am on Monday.

The full registration fee is A$170, Accompanying Person registration fee is A$100, and Student registration fee is $70. One Australian dollar is approximately equal to 81 American and 61 European (but 113 New Zealand!) cents. The registration will have to be paid by cash, no credit card facility will be available.
3. Tuesday, 17 April
The Field Trip will take us to Cape Otway – the point which separates the Great Southern Ocean and Bass Straight:
http://www.greatoceanroad.com.au/
There will be plenty of waves! The traditional WISE field-trip wave-amplitude exercise – i.e. guessing the significant wave height – will be replaced by a directional-spectrum problem: i.e. since all the waves are coming onshore in Australia, does that mean that they all went offshore in Antarctica?

Cape Otway is also home to one of Australia’s oldest lighthouses, and we will have a guided tour:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Split_Point_Lighthouse
4. Wednesday, 18 April
Apart from the unique culture (i.e. AFL, BBQ), Australia also has unique wildlife (e.g. kangaroos). There will be plenty of these at the Anglesea Golf Course where we will have our conference dinner:


http://www.angleseagolfclub.com.au/welcome/index.mhtml
The menu will be genuine Australian, with locally caught prawns, kangaroo steaks and barramundi fish on offer. Vegetarian diets were non-existent in Australia before the arrival of Italians, and for the vegetarians, risotto will be offered (therefore please blame Luigi if you don’t like it).
5. Thursday – Friday, 19 - 20 April
There will be one bus to Melbourne on Thursday night and one bus on Friday morning. If you are taking the bus, please e-mail Alex Babanin at

ababanin@swin.edu.au
and confirm the day and time you would like to depart.

6. A couple of hints: 

Electric plugs in Australia/New Zealand are different to the rest of the world. We will have a set of converters for the conference room, but if you are bringing your computers or other electric appliances to use in your rooms, please think about the converter in advance.

We will be just across the sea from Antarctica! Please bring warm clothes. It will be the middle of autumn in Australia, and depending on the weather temperatures in Lorne may range from below 10C to above 20C. Melbourne will be warmer than Lorne.
Have a safe journey and see you in Australia!

Alex Babanin and Ian Young

